According to the Turkey
Progress Report, 2011
European Commission
states:

“High number of violations
of freedom of expression
raises serious concerns.
Freedom of the media was
restricted in practice. The imprisonment of journalists, and
the confiscation of an unpublished manuscript in connection
with the Ergenekon investigation, fuelled these concerns. A
large number of journalists remain in detention”

PRESS FREEDOM CAN NOT BE TAKEN
UNDER CUSTODY!

As a major opposition party, CHP is

strongly fighting for the freedom of /
expression and media. As we see today,

special authorized courts, some rules of

the anti terror law and criminal code are

using by the government oriented officials C H P
to silence the opposition in Turkey. In all
of the major cases such as ODA TV or
the Mustafa Balbay case, there are limitless examples of
this operation model, which radically interpretates the natural
facts as an evidence of an illegal organizational actions,
such as the interpretation of an unpublished book as an
organizational material. As CHP in order to protect freedom
of expression and media, we have given several legislative
proposals that abolishes the 6th and 7th articles of the
anti terror law amd the “special authorized courts” that is
diminishing the basic democratic values of our society. CHP
believes that the press and free expression can not be taken
under custody and the state has an obligation to protect the
basic rights of a free society.

LIST OF THE IMPRISONED JOURNALIST

source: Solidarity with the imprisoned journalists platform

1- Abdulcebbar Karabeg, Azadiya Welat Gazetesi Mersin Temsilcisi, Hatay Kapali Cezaevi 2- Abdullah Cetin, Dicle
Haber Ajansi (DiHA) Kurtalan Muhabiri, Diyarbakir D Tipi Cezaevi 3- Ahmet Akyol, Dicle Haber Ajansi (DiHA) Adana
Muhabiri, Ceyhan M Tipi Kapali Cezaevi, Adana 4- Ahmet Birsin, Giin TV Genel Yayin Koordinatorti, Diyarbakir D Tipi
Cezaevi 5- Ahmet Sik, Gazeteci-Yazar, Silivri 2 Nolu L Tipi Cezaevi 6- Ali Bulus, Dicle Haber Ajansi (DiHA) Mersin
Muhabiri, Karaman-Ermenek M Tipi Cezaevi 7- Ali Cat, Azadiya Welat Gazetesi Mersin Galisani, iskenderun E Tipi
Kapali Cezaevi 8- Ali Konar, Azadiya Welat Gazetesi Elazig Temsilcisi, Malatya E Tipi Cezaevi 9- Aydin Yildiz, Dicle
Haber Ajansi (DiHA) Mersin Muhabiri, Gaziantep H Tipi Cezaevi 10- Ayse Oyman, Ozgiir Giindem Gazetesi Editorii,
Bakirkdy L Tipi Kadin Kapali Cezaevi 11- Aziz Tekin, Azadiya Welat Gazetesi Mardin Temsilcisi, Mardin E Tipi Kapali
Cezaevi 12- Baha Okar, Bilim ve Gelecek Dergisi Editori, Tekirdag 1 Nolu F Tipi Cezaevi 13- Bahar Kurt, Tavir Dergisi
Sahibi, Bakirkdy L Tipi Kadin Kapali Cezaevi 14- Baris Pehlivan, Odatv internet Sitesi Genel Yayin Yonetmeni, Silivri 1
Nolu L Tipi Cezaevi 15- Baris Terkoglu, Odatv internet Sitesi Haber Mudiirti, Silivri 1 Nolu L Tipi Cezaevi 16- Bayram
Namaz, Atilim Gazetesi Yazar, Edime 1 Nolu F Tipi Cezaevi 17- Bayram Parlak, Glindem Gazetesi Mersin Temsilcisi,
Karaman-Ermenek M Tipi Cezaevi 18- Bedri Adanir, Aram Yayinlan Sahibi ve Genel Yayin Yénetmeni, Kirtge Hawar
Gazetesi Yazi i$leri M , Diyarbakir D Tipi Cezaevi 19- Behdin Tung, Dicle Haber Ajansi (DiHA) Sirnak Muhabiri,
Diyarbakir D Tipi Cezaevi 20- Cengiz Kapmaz, Ozgiir Giindem Gazetesi Yazar, Kandira 2 Nolu F Tipi Cezaevi 21-
Cihan Deniz Zarakolu, Belge Yayinlari Editorii ve Gevirmeni, Kocaeli 2 Nolu F Tipi Cezaevi 22- Cihan Guin, Yiruyus
Dergisi Muhabiri, Sincan 1 Nolu F Tipi Cezaevi, ANKARA 23- Coskun Musluk, Odatv internet Sitesi Yazar, Silivri L Tipi
Cezaevi 24- Cagdas Kaplan, Dicle Haber Ajansi (DiHA) istanbul Muhabiri, Kandira 2 Nolu F Tipi Cezaevi 25- Cagdas
Ulus, Vatan Gazetesi istanbul Muhabiri, Kandira F Tipi Cezaevi 26- Davut Ugar, Etik Ajans Miidiirti, Kandira 1 Nolu F
Tipi Cezaevi 27- Deniz Kilig, Azadiya Welat Gazetesi Batman Temsilcisi, Batman M Tipi Kapall Cezaevi 28- Dilsah
Ercan, Azadiya Welat Gazetesi Mersin Calisani, Karatas Kadin Kapali Cezaevi, Adana 29- Dilek Demiral, Gazeteci,
Ozgiir Giindem Gazetesi Eski Editorii, Bakirkdy L Tipi Kadin Kapali Cezaevi 30- Dogan Can Baran, Odak Dergisi
Yazari, Kandira F Tipi Cezaevi 31- Dogan Yurdakul, Odatv internet Sitesi Yazar, Silivri L Tipi Cezaevi 32- Erdal Stisem,
Eyltil Dergisi Editérii, Edime F Tipi Cezaevi 33- Erdogan Altan, Dicle Haber Ajansi (DIHA) Batman Muhabiri, Batman M
Tipi Cezaevi 34- Erol Zavar, Odak Dergisi Sahibi ve Yazi isleri Midtri, Sair, Sincan 1 Nolu F Tipi Cezaevi, ANKARA
35- Ertus Bozkurt, Dicle Haber Ajansi (DIHA) Editorii, Kandira 1 Nolu F Ti ezaevi 36- Eser Sevgul, Halkin Gunlugu
Gazetesi Diyarbakir Muhabiri, Diyarbakir D Tipi Cezaevi 37- Fatih Ozgiir Aydin, Arti ivme Dergisi Sahibi ve Yazi isleri
Miidiirti, Tekirdag 1 Nolu F Tipi Cezaevi 38- Fatma Kogak, Dicle Haber Ajansi (DIHA) Yazi isleri Midiirii, Bakirkdy L Tipi
Kadin Kapall Cezaevi 39- Faysal Tung, Dicle Haber Ajansi (DIHA) Sirak Muhabiri, Kalkandere L Tipi Cezaevi 40- Ferhat
Ciftci, Azadiya Welat Gazetesi Gaziantep Temsilcisi, Gaziantep H Tipi Cezaevi 41- Feyyaz Deniz, Dicle Haber Ajansi
(DIHA) Ankara Muhabiri, Bolu F Tipi Cezaevi 42- Fiisun Erdogan, Ozgtir Radyo Eski Genel Yayin Koordinatérii, Kandira
2 Nolu T Tipi Cezaevi, KOCAELI 43- Hakan Soytemiz, Red ve Enternasyonal Dergilerinin Yazari, Tekirdag 1 Nolu F Tipi
Cezaevi 44- Halit Giidenoglu, Yrliytis Dergisi Sahibi ve Yazi isleri Midirti, Sincan 1 Nolu F Tipi Cezaevi, ANKARA
45- Hamdiye Ciftgi, Dicle Haber Ajansi (DIHA) Hakkari Muhabiri, Bitlis E Tipi Kapali Cezaevi 46- Hatice Duman, Atilim
Gazetesi Sahibi ve Yaz sleri Midirii, Gebze M Tipi Cezaevi, Gebze/KOCAELI 47- Hiiseyin Deniz, Gazeteci, Ozgiir
Giindem Gazetesi Eski Galisani, Kandira 1 Nolu F Tipi Cezaevi 48- ihsan Sinmis, Azadiya Welat Gazetesi Calisani,
Adana F Tipi Cezaevi 49- ismail Yildiz, Dersim Gazetesi Yazi isleri Midiir(i, Kandira 1 Nolu F Tipi Cezaevi 50- Kaan
Unsal, Yirtiyis Dergisi Muhabiri, Sincan 1 Nolu F Tipi Cezaevi, ANKARA 51- Kadri Kaya, Dicle Haber Ajansi (DIHA)
Diyarbakir Bélge Biirosu Temsilcisi, Batman M Tipi Kapall Cezaevi 52- Kazim Seker, Ozgiir Glindem Gazetesi Editorii,
Kandira 2 Nolu F Tipi Cezaevi 53- Kenan Karavil, Radyo Diinya Yayin Yénetmeni, Adana Kirkgtiler F Tipi Cezaevi 54-
Kenan Kirkaya, Dicle Haber Ajansi (DiHA) Ankara Temsilcisi, Kandira 1 Nolu F Tipi Cezaevi 55- Mazlum Ozdemir, Dicle
Haber Ajansi (DiHA) Diyarbakir Editérii, Kandira 1 Nolu F Tipi Cezaevi 56- Mehmet Emin Yildinm, Azadiya Welat
Gazetesi Genel Yayin Yonetmeni, Kandira 1 Nolu F Tipi Cezaevi 57- Mehmet Giines, Turkiye Gergegi Dergisi Yazari,
Tekirdag 2 Nolu F Tipi Cezaevi 58- Mehmet Karaaslan, Dicle Haber Ajansi (DIHA) Mersin Muhabiri, Birecik Cezaevi
59- Mehmet Karabas, haberdiyarbakir.org Yayin Yénetmeni Yardimcisi, Batman Postasi Yazari, Batman M Tipi Kapali
Cezaevi 60- Mehmet Yesiltepe, Devrimci Hareket Dergisi Calisani, Gazeteci-Yazar, Tekirdag 1 Nolu F Tipi Cezaevi
61- Murat Aydin, Dicle Haber Ajansi (DIHA) Mus Muhabiri, Bayburt M Tipi Cezaevi 62- Murat Giftgi, Dicle Haber Ajansi
(DIHA) Ankara Muhabiri, Diyarbakir D Tipi Cezaevi 63- Murat ilhan, Azadiya Welat Gazetesi Diyarbakir Galisani,
Diyarbakir D Tipi Cezaevi 64- Musa Kurt, Kamu Emekgileri Cephesi Dergisi Yazi isleri Miidiirii, Sincan 1 Nolu F Tipi
Cezaevi, ANKARA 65- Mustafa Gok, Ekmek ve Adalet Dergisi Ankara Temsilcisi, Sincan 1 Nolu pi Cezaevi,
ANKARA 66- Myesser Yildiz, Odatv internet Sitesi Yazan, Silivri L Tipi Cezaevi 67- Naciye Yavuz, ylis Dergisi
Muhabiri, Ankara Kadin Kapali Cezaevi 68- Nahide Ermis, Demokratik Modernite Dergisi Yayin Kurulu Uyesi, Bakirkdy
L Tipi Kadin Kapali Cezaevi 69- Nedim Sener, Milliyet Gazetesi Muhabiri, Silivri 2 Nolu Kapali L Tipi Cezaevi 70- Nevin
Erdemir, C')zgt'jr Giindem Gazetesi Editorii, Bakirkdy L Tipi Kadin Kapali Cezaevi 71- Nilgiin Yildiz, Dicle Haber Ajansi
(DIHA) Mardin Muhabiri, Bakirkdy L Tipi Kadin Kapali Cezaevi 72- Nurettin Firat, Ozgiir Glindem Gazetesi Yazari,
Kandira 1 Nolu F Tipi Cezaevi 73- Nuri Yesil, Azadiya Welat Gazetesi Dersim Temsilcisi, Elbistan E Tipi Cezaevi 74-
Oktay Candemir, Gazeteci, Dicle Haber Ajansi (DIHA) Eski Muhabiri, Kandira 1 Nolu F Tipi Cezaevi 75- Ozan Kiling,
Azadiya Welat Gazetesi Eski imtiyaz Sahibi ve Yazi isleri Miidiirii, Diyarbakir D Tipi Cezaevi 76- Omer Gelik, Dicle Haber
Ajansi (DiHA) istanbul Muhabiri, Kandira 2 Nolu F Tipi Cezaevi 77- Omer Giftgi, Demokratik Modemnite Dergisi imtiyaz
Sahibi, Kandira 2 Nolu F Tipi Cezaevi 78- Omer Faruk Caliskan, Ozgiir Halk Dergisi Yaz! isleri Miidiirti, Kandira 1 Nolu
F Tipi Cezaevi 79- Pervin Yerlikaya, Dicle Haber Ajansi (DiHA) istanbul Muhabiri, Bakirkéy L Tipi Kadin Kapali Cezaevi
80- Ragip Zarakolu, Gazeteci-Yazar, Belge Yayinlan Sahibi ve Yayin Yonetmeni, Tirkiye Yayincilar Birligi Yayimlama
Ozgtirliigli Komitesi Baskani, Kocaeli 2 Nolu F Tipi Cezaevi 81- Ramazan Pekgéz, Dicle Haber Ajansi (DiHA) Diyarbakir
Editérli, Kandira 2 Nolu F Tipi Cezaevi 82- Rohat Emekgi, Diyarbakir Giin Radyo Spikeri, Mardin E Tipi Kapall Cezaevi
83- Ruken Ergiin, Azadiya Welat Gazetesi Eski imtiyaz Sahibi ve Yazi isleri Miidiirii, Adana-Karatas Kadin Kapali
Cezaevi 84- Sadik Topaloglu, Dicle Haber Ajansi (DIHA) Urfa Muhabiri, Kandira 2 Nolu F Tipi Cezaevi 85- Sait Cakr,
Qdatv internet Sitesi Yazar, Silivri 2 Nolu L Tipi Cezaevi 86- Sebahattin Sumeli, Ozgiir Halk Dergisi Editorii, Tekirdag 1
Nolu F Tipi Cezaevi 87- Sedat Senoglu, Atiim Gazetesi Genel Yayin Koordinatérl ve Gazeteci- Yazar, Edirne 1 Nolu F
Tipi Cezaevi 88- Selahattin Aslan, Demokratik Modernite Dergisi Calisani, Kandira 2 Nolu F Tipi Cezaevi 89- Semiha
Alankus, Dicle Haber Ajansi (DiHA) Diyarbakir Editorii, Bakirkdy L Tipi Kadin Kapall Cezaevi 90- Sevcan Atak, Ozgﬂr
Halk Dergisi Editorli, Karatas Kadin Cezaevi, Adana 91- Seyithan Akytiiz, Azadiya Welat Gazetesi Adana Temsilcisi,
iskenderun M Tipi Cezaevi 92- Sibel Giiler, Gazeteci, Ozgiir Giindem Gazetesi Eski Editéri, Bakirkdy L Tipi Kadin
Kapali Cezaevi 93- Sinan Aygill, Dicle Haber Ajansi (DIHA) Bitlis Muhabiri, Mus E Tipi Cezaevi 94- Soner Yalgin, Odatv
internet Sitesi imtiyaz Sahibi, Gazeteci-Yazar, Silivri 1 Nolu L Tipi Cezaevi 95- Songlil Karatagna, Ozgiir Gtindem
Gazetesi Galisani, Bakirkdy L Tipi Kadin Kapall Cezaevi, istanbul 96- Sahabettin Demir, Dicle Haber Ajansi (DIHA) Van
Muhabiri, Bitlis E Tipi Cezaevi 97- Tayyip Temel, Azadiya Welat Gazetesi Eski Genel Yayin Yonetmeni ve Yazar,
Diyarbakir D Tipi Cezaevi 98- Turabi Kisin, Ozgiir Giindem Gazetesi Editorii, Kandira 1 Nolu F Tipi Cezaevi 99- Turhan
Ozlii, Ulusal Kanal TV Genel Yayin Yénetmeni, Silivri 2 Nolu L Tipi Cezaevi 100- Vedat Kursun, Azadiya Welat Gazetesi
Eski Yazi isleri Mtidiirti, Diyarbakir D Tipi Cezaevi 101- Yalgin Kiigiik, Gazeteci-Yazar, Silivri 2 Nolu L Tipi Cezaevi 102-
Yiiksel Geng, Ozgiir Glindem Gazetesi Yazan, Bakirkéy L Tipi Kadin Kapali Cezaevi 103- Zeynep Kuray, Birgiin
Gazetesi istanbul Muhabiri, Bakirkdy L Tipi Kadin Kapali Cezaevi 104- Ziya Gigekgi, Ozgiir Glindem Gazetesi Imtlyaz
Sahibi ve Sorumlu Yazi isleri Miidiirli, Kandira 2 Nolu F Tipi Cezaevi 105- Zuhal Tekiner, Dicle Haber Ajansi (DiHA)
imtiyaz Sahibi, Bakirkdy L Tipi Kadin Kapali Cezaevi 106- Mustafa Balbay, Cumhuriyet Gazetesi Ankara Temsilcisi,
Silivii 1 No’lu L Tipi Cezaevi 107- Tuncay Ozkan, Kanal Biz, Silivri 1 No’lu L Tipi Cezaevi.
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PRESS UNDER CUSTODY

i There are now 107 journalist are under custody according
i to the Solidarity with the Journalists Platform. Most of
them are accused to be a member of an illegal organization
but there is not a single judgement that confirms these
accusations to this date. Trials are still ongoing and some of
the journalist are still waiting for the final decision in prison for
more than 4 years.

Members of the government defend this situation by saying
that “none of the journalist are in prison because of their
journalistic activities.” In various cases government officials
describe the journalists under custody as terrorists despite
the fact that the long periods of the trial is a breach of the
basic human right and
according to the 6th
Article of the European
Convention of Human
Rights states “Everyone
charged with a criminal
offence shall be
presumed innocent until
proved guilty according

to law.” Member of the parliament, journalist
under costady for more than 1000 days

Cases deny this

accusations also. For example when we look at the cases
such as Ahmet Sik and Nedim Sener we see that the primary
evidence of the accusations are an unpublished book draft.
According to the public prosecutor, this book draft is an
“organizational material” that shows an “organizational
connection” thus the writers are members of a terrorist group.
Prime Minister Erdogan defends this logic by comparing
the book draft with a bomb.

When we look at the figures we will see the dramatic
situation. According to the sources, in 2006 there are only
13 journalists are under custody. Figure increased to 37
in 4th November 2010, and today it is 107.

JOURNALIST UNDER CUSTODY
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Whatever the Government says, International Community
critizes this situation.

REPORTERS WITHOUT BORDERS
According to the Freedom of Press REPORTERS

Index, published by the Reporters wiITHOUT BORDERS
Without Borders, Turkey was 99th

out of 139 countries in 2002. Turkey

became 129th out of 179 countries in 2009 and according
to the latest index Turkey is dropped to 148th out of 179
countries.

Year Turkey’s Position Total Countries
2002 99 139
2003 116 166
2004 114 167
2005 98 167
2006 100 168
2007 101 169
2008 103 173
2009 123 179
2010 138 178
2011 148 179

COMMITTEE TO PROTECT JOURNALIST (CPJ)

According to the Washington based Committee

. to Protect Journalist there are now 8 journalist
CP out of 179 journalist in world are in prison in
jirinitd) | Turkey. This number is higher than countries

such like Rwanda, Sudan, Ethiopia, Gambia,
Burundi and Morocco. According to the report, Turkey is the
6th worst country in the world. Still government found a
comfort with this number. Justice Minister Sadullah Ergin said
in the Turkish Parliament that “There are “only” 8 journalists
are under prison in Turkey and opposition is making a outery
of this” Because of this remark, CPJ wrote a letter to the
Prime Minister in 22nd December 2011, on that letter CPJ
said:

“Mr. Prime Minister, it would be perverse for your government
to take any solace whatsoever from CPJ’s conclusion that
eight journalists are in jail because of their work. This number-
-just behind Burma and ahead of Ethiopia--places Turkey
firmly in the company of some of the world’s most repressive
countries and deeply compromises your government’s
commitments to democracy and the rule of the law. Our list
of eight journalists jailed should be seen as a black mark
on your record and a source of shame.”

INTERNATIONAL PRESS INSTITUTE (IPI)

According to the International Press Institute e
report dated 8th April, 2011 based on areport [N
published by the Organization for Security and JESEEEd

Co-operation in Europe (OSCE), Turkey is a [NGS#5A

world leader in imprisoned journalist. As of that
day, Turkey was having 57 journalist in prison @
and this number was higher than totalitarian

countries such like Iran and China. [Pl Press
Freedom Adviser Steven M. Ellis said:

“While Iran and China topped lists in December by reportedly

jailing some 34 journalists each, Turkey, a candidate for
membership in the European Union, has nearly doubled
that number five months later, raising questions about the
country’s commitment to freedom of the press and the
legitimacy of its democratic image”



